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* 0s st. Thomas's Hoſpital, 
5, 1 R. 22 
＋ was one of the happieſt i inci- 
dents in my life, that my niece 
Miſs Haxwoop, whom you cured 


by Electricity of an obſtinate deaf- 
= which totally diſqualified her 
for her profeſſion, introduced me to 
you. After having long deſpaired 
of any relief on this fide the grave, 
by your means much ſerenity is ſhed | 
on the evening of my days, Your 
commiſeration of my helpleſs con- 
dition greatly exhlts your character 
as a man, and the politeneſs of your 
behaviour to me Yoes you honour, 
as a gentleman, I devoutly wiſh 
that your attention to the Various 
maladies of frail humanity, your 
o _ Jodulous: 


* 


N. r 
4 N 
- 
, , 
* * 


. 
ſedulous fi of ſcience and 
pPlbiloſophic truth, and your indefati- 


. WILLY 


aiuable endeavours to carry ELzcrai- 
ö ciTy to ſtill higher degrees of per- 
fecdion and utility, may be crowned 5 
with all that ſucceſs, to which your 
merit lo juſtly intitles yole 175% 2 
„ vich the warmeſt Gratitude, „ 
Pour obliged Servant, 
FBowanp Haxwoon. 
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in an- obſtinate 
Path, 7 home 3 received from 
eee ee ee 


FT ER languiſhing two years, in 
a melancholy and deplorable ſtate, 
by a ſevere ſtroke of the palſy, 
| which bereaved me of the uſe of my left 
A 2 „ 


1 


ſide, and from the enjoyment of perfect 


health ſuddenly reduced me to an helpleſs 5 
and forlorn condition unable to dreſs and 


undreſs myſelf, to cut my meat, or to do 
the leaſt thing for myſelf —and with great 


difficulty and pain crawling from ftreet to 
ſtreet—it hath pleaſed that great BzinG, 


in whom we live, move, and exift, that I 
ſhould receive a diſtinguiſhed alleviation of 

my miſeries by ELECTRICITY. After la- 
bouring under this cruel malady fo long 
a time, a burden to myſelf, and to all 
around me, and totally deſpairing of every 
thing that would ſoften and mitigate life's 


' wretchedneſs—ſecluded at once from all 


the joys and delights of life—and the 
world exhibiting to me one great univerſal 
blank with great reluctance, contrary to 
my own judgment, I was perſuaded to be 
electriſied. My worthy niece Miſs HAR- 
woop, who is well known in the muſical | 
world, uſed frequently with great huma- 


nity to viſit me in my helpleſs condition 


manifeſting that tender condolence and 
ſympathy, which both her well known 
benevolence and her duty conſpired to 


call forth on this unhappy occaſion. Laſt 
”m_ 
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April, during one of her kind viſits, ſhe 


complained of a deafneſs, which totally 
incapacitated her for regulating her voice 
with preciſion, | and from diſcriminatings 
by her own ear, the flat and ſharp notes 
with ſufficient accuracy. She appeared 
greatly alarmed with the invaſion and pro- 
greſs of this threatening evil, and was in- 
duced by her friends to go to Bſex Street, 
to JonN Bixcn, Eſq; Surgeon to St. 
| Thomas's Hoſpital, who was well known 
to have diſpelled or alleviated ſuch latent 
_ evils by ELECTRICITY, which he had 
advanced to a ſtate of perfection hitherto 
unknown. She took her friend's advice 
Lin a ſhort time was perfectly reſtored to 
her hearing—and flew to her poor diſcon- 
folate uncle with that ardour and alacrity, 
which goodneſs of heart always inſpireth 
—urging me by every argument, which 
love and benevolence could dictate, to un- 
dergo a courſe of ELECTRICITY—repeat- | 
ing again and again the amazing benefit 
ſhe herſelf had received and, notwith- 
ſtanding my reiterated declarations, that 
ELECTRICITY would be abſolutely i incth- 
A 3 |; cCacious 


— 


cacious* in a EPO of ſuch duration, 
which had baffled all human aſſiſtance, 
ſhe would take no denial—waited on Mr. 
 Bixcnu—laid my unhappy caſe before him 
took me a coach from my lodgings in 


_ + Bloomſtury—and carried me to Eſſex Street 


— preſenting a ſpectacle of horror and mi- 
fery—a cripple, deſponding of the leaſt 
1 and ſunk in chearleſs mekacholy, | 


It was on the 1 zw of June, 1784, that 
I waited on Mr. Bircn, for the firſt time 
—poſſeſſing a philoſophie indifference with 
regard to life —repoſing little confidence 
in any thing that art or ſcience could effect 
Land rather confirmed in this incredulity 
by the irriſion of my friends. Being aſſu- 


— * 


— 


le This vas my opinion” be an tins: ad well as the 
judgment of ſome others to whom I mentioned it. 1 
was at firſt ſeverely ridiculed for going to Ex Street, 
as among others, ſo in particular, by one D-— an 
apothecary in Newman-Street—who with a ſneer avowed 
that Electricity had done no good, and would do me no 
good that Electricity had ſeen its day— that Mr; Par- 
ington's popularity was over—and that Birch, to his 


certain knowledge, had taken up the thing from ne- 


red 


TAS! 


red how owever "that my . old friend 
Dc. Jos HNSON had been greatly relieved, 
in a paralytic affection, by ELECTRICITY 
I was determined to give it a fair trial, 
as I ſhould have leiſure for a regular at- 
tendance, during the ſummer, when my ; 
. ieren are out of town. Xi 


The thren ff 8 though the ſhocks- 
which were communicated to my nerves 
leſs arm and leg, were violent, yet they 
ſeemed, to produce no ſenſible efficacy. 
On the fourth day I found my. blood con» 
fiderably heated—a thrilling ſenſation pur- 
vaded thoſe limbs, which had lain, for ſo 
many months, dormant and inactive and. 
in particular my debilitated leg experiens 
ced involuntary and almoſt inſufferable 
| ſpaſms. In about a week more, after a 
long night of chearleſs gloom and deſpair, 
I firſt hailed the ray of hope—which then 


beamed upon my benighted mind could 5 


walk with an agility and eaſe, which had 
been long loſt to my remembrance and 
could, with great facility, and with a de- 
light, known only to convaleſcents, per- 
form an excurſion from my houſe i in Bf 
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an hour, which for 1 two years paſt, I could 


hardly accompliſh in a whole bour, with 
the taſk * 1 laffitude. 4 ? 3 | 157 Tow - ft 


| uh the "INE" "OR wok! cleftrified 
every day—TI feel the debility of my leg, 


that was almoſt uſeleſs, re- invigorated -- 


the efficacy of ELECTRICITY, in paralytie 


complaints, is continually evincing itſelf 


more and more to my feelings—my mind, 


which was continually wrapt in darkneſs, - 
and brooding over a melancholy proſpect, 


is a ſcene of " hilarity and tranſport—Life. I 


wears a different aſpe&—T hail its return- 


ing joys with encreafing pleaſure and gra- 
titude—and I, who was a little while ago 
ſitting, in mournful filence and awful ex- 
pectation, on the borders of the grave and 
the brink of an eternal world, now form 
new ſchemes of life, and look over that 
extenſive proſpect of human life's felicity, 
with the illufion of which I uſed to cheat 


: myſelf f in the Gaye: of youre and vanity. 


Mark, Reader, the folly &@ temporal 


things, and their power in faſcinating the 


mind! All the ſufferings I have endured, 
for 


14 
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for above two tedious long years, appear 
a dream—all the pain and difficulty I fuf- 
tained in draging an uſeleſs leg aftet me, 
now almoſt diſappear upon a review and 
I hardly can reconcile niyſelf to the con- 
viction, that J ever was a man of ſuch ſorrow, 
and ever acquainted with ſuch grief! 1 have 
always found that human life aſſumes its 
hue from the colour of our fate. In the 
gay ſeaſon of health, the language, which 
fond imagination holds is, With what a 
variety of happineſs this life abounds!— 
in an hour of diſtreſs and melancholy, 
what a wretched world we live in human 


1 f is far, wy far, from being defirable! 


Though the relief J have received s g 
ELECTRICITY, is inexpreſſibly great, and 

ſuch relief, as muſt excite the wonder and 
gratitude of ſodeplorable an invalid asI have 
long been—yet there is ont Ix IDENTT, 
which it is. highly proper J ſhould an- 
nounce to the world, as I thought myſelf 
urged by my duty as a Man and a Chri- 

ſtian to deliver this narrative to the world, 
of my melancholy caſe, and the relief I 
have received, that others, whom it may 
pleaſe 


Le 16 ä 
pleaſe God to exerciſe with the Game dirs, 


inflition, may find the ſame comfort * 
eaſe which I myſelf have experienced, 


I need not remark, ham much Greek 
literature, to the honour of the preſent 
ape, has, of late years, been cultivated in 
this country. Mr. Porz, who has been 
a long time a worthy bookſeller at Eton, 
put into my hands the- laſt Edition of 
Fohnſon' s Sophacles, to correct for the preſs, 
as a new Edition was called for. Every 
ſcholar knows, in what minute character 
the Greek Scholia, in almoſt all our mo- 
dern Editions of Greek Books, are printed; 

I had this pleaſing labour enjoined me a 
few days before. I commenced a courſe of 
Electricity. At firſt, I thought the cor- 
rection of theſe Scholia would be a taſk of 
the moſt irkſome kind—for the palſy had 
ſo much obſcured my fight, as to render 
the ſmall type almoſt invifible to me. I 
much complained of this to my ſon, who 
is a ſurgeon—and thought I muſt have 
given it up altogether. When, behold! 
on a ſudden, to my aſtoniſhment, my fight 
ſtrengthened—the viſual orb purged itſelf 

* * 


IL once poſſeſſed- 


* 11 1 
bol its films. and that veil, which ounce 
my eyes in uncomfortable ſhades, removed 
—fo that I could execute my work with 
perſpicacity, and with all that pleaſure, 
which attends e induſtry. att - 


I need hardly obſerve, how mich the 
palſy accelerates the infirmities of old age, 
and in what deplorable ruins it lays the 
underſtanding and memory. The cruel 
| Invaſion of this diſtemper upon my mind I 
experienced——— and it filled me with the 
moſt alarming melancholy, What muſt 
become of me, if the traces of that learn- 
ing, which has been for thirty years, -al- 
moſt my only ſupport, ſhould be wiped 
away from the unfaithful tablet of my 
memory -l found this growing ſubverſion 
of the mind, in reading Pindar and Sopho- 
cles with two gentlemen. The knowledge 
of cuſtoms, ſentiments, and modes of dic- 
tion, which I was conſcious I once per- 
fectly underſtood, I had nom ſome difficulty 
in recovering —and laboured to recollect 
words and paſſages, which I was conſcious 
IIt is matter of pleaſing 
aſtoniſhment to me, what light hath been 
poured 


tw) 


poured upon my mind, after lying fo long 
ingulfed in this gloomy abyſs—and with 


what eaſe I can now turn to any thing, 
that I had once repoſited in this wonderful 
ſtorehouſe of all. our mental acquiſitions 


and improvements! 


SECTION 
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As * of my -— Attack by-; the + 
Pars v, and of my helpleſs Condition for 
above two Y, ears. 


Hope the W will make all candid 
allowances for the circumſtantial tedi= 
ouſneſs of this narrative—aſcribing the 
Egotiſm, with which it abounds, to that 
garrulity, which he knows to be inſepara- 
ble from old age—and juſtly imputing it 
to that loquacious humour, into which my 
unexpected introduction into a comfortable 
ſtate of being, which I deſpaired of ever 
recovering, hath naturally thrown me. 


Notwithſtanding I have, in general, 
lived a ſtudious and ſedentary life for 
thirty-five years, all which time I have 
either been a public or private preceptor, 
for from the diſſenters I never acquired 
half a maintenance for myſelf and family, 
yet I enjoyed 1 a tenor of almoſt uninter- 

rupted 


141 8 

rupted health, till the time of the influenza 
TS | 

It is well known, in this unwhoteſome 

ſeaſon, when our atmoſphere was charged 


with ſomething extremely deleterious, and 


highly injurious to health, that epilepſies, 
palſies, apoplexies, and other nervous com- 
plaints were very common. I in common 
with others was ſeized with the influenza 
in a very violent manner. I had then 
under my care two ſons of Mr. Elmſly, of 
Paddington, a worthy gentleman, and an 
excellent mathematician. One of theſe 
young gentlemen read Sephocles with me; 
the other Thucydides. I dined, as I uſually 
did, in this worthy family, when I at- 


| tended theſe two young gentlemen —and, I 
remember, I eat heartily, and was in great 


ſpirits. On my return. I called on my 
learned and ingenious friend Foſeph Wind 
bam, Eſq; in Chandos Street, where with- 
out the leaſt pain, I found at once a great 
difficulty of articulating my ſpeech fal- 

tered—and I was ſuddenly attacked with 
a moſt violent tremor, attended with ſuch 
debility, that I had the utmoſt difficulty 
. 


1 5 . | 
of reaching my lodgings in Hyde Street, 
' Bhomſbury. I was immediately put to bed 
my worthy friend Mr. Ford the ſurgeon, 
in whom I had always the firmeſt confi. 
dence, was ſent for—he deſired me to call 


in Dr. Robert Bromfield. By this worthy 


gentleman*' J was treated with great pro- 
. priety—I was cupped—ſtrong cataplaſms 


of muſtard were applied to my left leg and 


arm, which by this time I could not move, 
had all the wealth been given me, of which 


rs en we nee, 


t has been ſaid, Did I not then tranſgreſs medical 
Etiquette, by having recourſe to ELecTRICITY ?—T 


anſwer : What then is medical Etiquette, when a man's 


health and life are at ſtake, and after he hath languiſhed 
in the Palſy, above two years? What gentleman of hu- 
manity will blame me for obtaining relief, or charge me 
with want of politeneſs in not obtaining it in the old 


way — and that it was my indiſpenſable duty to have 
languiſhed for years and then have died by inches, rather 


than to have inſtituted the leaſt trial to recover my 
health, and live by expedients, however efficacious, which 


had not the ſanction of the temple * of ee, in 


Wee Lane. 
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 Macteod lately plundered the Bibby, the : 


In this inen I lay, almoſt 1 8 85 
4 fortnight—chiefly converſing by figns— 
ine the bark and other ſtrengthening .. 
medicines. I found great relief from an 
iſſue, which Mr. Ford judiciouſſy cut a 
little above the 0s occipitit, where I bad 5 
felt, for ſome time, intolerable Pein. _ 
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Red 21 to this 3 and. mas 
melancholy. ſtate from the full enjoyment 
of life—and confined to a bed of ſickneſs, 
more helpleſs than a child, and unable to 

do the leaſt thing for myſelf—the Reader 
may judge, what a dreary proſpect ſpread, 

at once, before my imagination! death 
was the leaſt of the evils I dreaded death 
would have been a happy releaſe from the 
ſorrows and ng of foch a miſcrable | 
, amend 


t 55 end of Fune, I was jon able, 
with great labour, to walk acroſs the room 
my left arm hanging uſeleſs, deſtitute of 

— the leaſt motion and my left foot grating 
on the ground —experiencing many a dan- 

WH  gerous fall—and daily expecting another 

paralytic ſtroke—a concluſion of a wretched 


life, 
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there 


1 I 


with e every e evil, 1 was afra aid Icon 50 


| 1 


me, menaced 


n 


: attention t to any ting 
« viſhed. 2 Every idea 
e ſurface of the 


Clouds . and 71 


1 ſurrounded 1 — de of the 
mind. I wonder mot WI ſtupefaction 


ſioned, in genera 
dhe rain he brainbeigg the great Sin 
- forrum, and all the \varibus; ſtreams and 
tivuletꝭ of the nerves, which are diffuſed 


ef ede wing in plies 
l, by in 


Gurtes occurring to 


ey being © OCCa- 


through the whole machine, ramifying 


from the brain; as their great and pri imary | 


Source. 
intrüſi 
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t ten years. a 
courſes. of my 


But I I beg a * for this medical 


N . 4 


When 


| 22Mhen 1 brſt voitiired cots the 2 
*crawling from my lodgings, to reno my 
vifies: in ſome of thoſe: families, where 1 
| hab boon: engaged as a tutor; I. preſente 
KA of wretchednelſs. :Alaſs; how 
falten -'how Elis anged?—the whole bea fick 
uni rhe whole Ber e =tottering along 
the road of life with feeble and wearifoine 
ſteps the poor people, as I hobbled along, 
_ ſhakingntheir tieads}) and exclaiming, God 
Shs ego p dur, precipas H, 
Whar-con it de bur brings d nas to this 
benden and! I temember an old woman, 
who by-her! accent appeared to be Triſh, 
ones vied out, Give mne your Þle ſing, before 
ou \Biekithe bucket, old father / I rack 
ed with corroding pains in my head and 
ſtomach, Which were excruciating, and | 
_ inſtantly threatendd ſome dire cal gfrophe | 
bout ſwhich anguiſh; kee and torment- 
ang as it Was, che firſt merge of foo _ 
3 greatly to al ines. $k 
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Ave Forres n, rod. " Phila. v. 294. 
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I 1 20 = 5: 
tween this head * ſtomach Landi hehe 
the wiſdom of that advice, which that 
great and worthy phyfician Dr. Warren ; 
| gave me, viz. continually to take / ſome 
| {8 refreſhment about one o'clock—-which I 
1 failed not to do — by which theſe acute 
TP pangs were _ Winde and | amr 
1 tolerable. FFC 
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5 "Moneorett: ? thet leaſt-obftrudtioni in n my 
FR | 5 A frequently occaſioned dangerous and 
17 dreadful. falls — the probable: re-appre- 
Ht ©. .henfion of which, every | time 1. walked” 
abroad, ſunk my mind in the laſt terror and 
dejection. But what could I do?: fondly. 
imagining, that my health was eſtabliſhed 
on a baſis, that could not cafily be moved 
or ſubverted, or, at leaſty in hach a man- 
ner be ſubverted, I had made no proviſion 
for ſuch a. dire event rwand 1 muſt dic © 
make ny old ;pedagogichl excurſions: r 
ſtarve; To a 1 activity and literary 
labour I ha- been habituated fro: machild, 
and I accompliſhed my deliberate reſolu- 
_ tions—though | what my ſorrow and ſuffer- 
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E was, is only known to that Berne, 
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So * 0 *A . Ne e een 4 feel, 


8 21 15 1 
bel, and with, k way? My and 3 groan 1 we 
us. F POLF £14 
bag 1 reed RY a ruin a- 
| mong my friends though it was at their 
requeſt that I now reviſited them, yet 1 
ſhall never forget to my dying hour, with © | 
What humanity and truly chriſtian: philan- 
throphy Lady Charlotte Wentworth, the 
Hon. Mrs. Walfingham, and Mr. and Mrs. 
| Elmſly received me, when I firſt was able 
to reach their friendly and hoſpitable 
manſions. Weak and feeble as I then 
was, a ſtrong penetrating ſenſe of their 
kind attention to me, and of their con- 
dolence and ſympathy, had almoſt over- 
whelmed me- and the ſtrong and exquĩi- 
ſite feelings of my mind had nearly proved 
fatal to the frail and precarious tenure of 5 
Ne wretched exiſtence, 5 


. 


The mae may bags of hs Rats of my 
Besit from the following circumſtance, 
which was wont greatly to alarm and 
intimidate me. About a month from the 
time L received the paralytic ſtroke; when 
"M a fixed. my eyes on the fire,  fuddenly 

2 420 ; B 3 | the 


Tus 


the grate would. diſappear from its place. 
and its flame preſent itſelf in the cieling. 
The windows, from being luminous, 


would in a moment: be muffled in dun and 
murky gloom. Large capital letters on 
ſigns, and inſcriptions on windows and 

houſes, would gradually diminiſh, become | 
faint, and, at laſt, hardly viſible, The 
chairs and tables would appear to riſe from 
the floor, ſuſpend themſelyes. in the Alb. 
and tus candles inſtead of ane, inſtanta- 
neouſly preſent themſelves to my diſtorted 
vifion. I was exactly like Pentheus- in 
| the. Bacche of ee e _T_ Faq 
: Wehe, . . 3326 1275 7 


Not ta mention as an agpravation 55 my 
| lameneſs, and of my inability to help my- 

ſelf, that I was frequently obliged to ſtop 
in the ſtreets catch hold of the firſt. thing 
that preſented itſelf, a rail, a poſt—which, 
if I had not done, I muſt inſtantly have 
dropped. But this dreadful vertigo,/ was 
only of about two months continuance, 
and gradually ceaſed—owing, J believe, 
principally. to two iſſues, which my judi- 
N eious Friend, Mr. Fg: the ſurgeon: opened 


behind 


behind my 1 which ſenſiblo expe» 
dient, en PH: the; brain was greatly 
| ba ented. ids . ee VS200 18D 


What Finer 4 ith 1 


to my 
f friends, when 1 was. in t is 4 eplorable 
* condition being ſuddenly. died i at their | 
houſes—at their tables—the reading. of fm 
author being at once ſuſpended book 
and boy, and board ſudden! becamiog 
invifible—from which PRESS þ and dark- 
neſs I generally emerged in about, a mi- 
nute. That BzinG, who originally ſaid, 
: Le et there be hght. and there as Abt, ſpoke 
in the ſame omnipptent, 1 
Janguage to my benighted ſoul. : 


The 'remenibrance . of ſuf ings, that | 
are "paſt, throw over the bargen a. melan- | 
choly that is not diſp pleaſing. 1 now 
recollect with peculiar . ſatisfaction and 
pleaſure the times, in which Mr. Jobn 5 
| ng kt 3 me home oP Paddin an, 
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when I wi wadenly ſeized at hls father's 
houſes and the officious aſfidulty and ten 
der concern, with which he guided my 


tottering ſteps—ſtudying every ex 


Nor ſhall + ever fotget to my chi 


boch how I terrified that beſt of women, 


my Lady CHARLOTTE WzenTworTH— 


7 who when ſhe was amuſing: herſelf with 
2 Chapter in Tacitus, and ſomething had 


occurred that was puzzling— after a long 


ſilence, inſtead of anſwering her queſtion, 7 
1 could hardly articulate, in low broken 
= accents, theſe words, my Lady, if you pleaſe 
I go home. Let the Reader judge what ! 
muſt ſuffer; before I could occaſion. to a 
lady of the firſt diſtinction, and who . 
been one of the beſt friends 1 eyer had j in EY 


the world, ſuch cruel conſternation, | 8 
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nephew of Mr, Banhu A * bookſeller i in FO ry : 
and who. is now at Ozford, is one of the beſt Greek 
ſcholars, of his age, in this country. He carefully read | 
Thuepdide, all Ulli, and all Euripides with ma, 
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or, let him conſider the n 
tion of hoſe inval 
of whom we read | 
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ſtill crave the Reader's indulgence- 
W health concurring with old ago 
to render me talkative, and, I fear, trou- 
bleſome. I i gau far 4 man, ſays 5g 2 
_ e bear the yoke in bis youth — and a 
nile Modern, qui mores: hominum multorum 
vidit & urbes, hath obſerved: that the 
moſt uſeful leſſons which we learn, are in 
the ſchool of affliction, quoth old father 
Francilin. When I was at ſchool, I was 
_ cruelly beaten on the head, and the ſeat ' 
of honour was rudely treated with equal 
| barbarity and inſult, It is queſtionable, 
whether the acute penetration of Lanca» 
foire birch, might not now, even at my 

time of life, be ocularly demonſtrated 
4 poſteriori, The name of this true old 


pedagogue was 3 Bilborrow, wha 
bad 


12 


1 | 5 
bad hows one of Ma: aue of the truly 
eminent \Fobn: Clarke of Hall, author of 
many Tranſlations of the Claffics for tho 
uſe 2 ſchogls. This old man generally 

bemuſed himſelf in beer, once a fortnight 


0 on which fatal day, the beft ſcholars 


in his ſchool were ſure to ſuffer unmerci- 
fully. If they miſſed a ſingle word in 
repeating a long grammatical rule out of 
Lilly — or mäde falſe Latin in the moſt 
trifling inſtance the baculine argument 
immediately took place - moſt tremendous 
boxes on the ear were redoubled and 
even now: The ſtröng idea of his brown 
muſcular fiſt, turgid with veins, and ſqualid 
with dirt, ſcares my imagination. I uſed 
to o impute the dreadful head- ach I ſuffered 
in youth, to this rough uſage by this 
cruel country ſchoolmaſter.” Perhaps at 
Darwen I was grounded in the Pal 
as well as in literature. I would caution 
all parents againſt ſending their children; 
where they ate n beaten on 
; the. head, as I once was. 


| But this Peet, a greater tan — — 
derer nl in N was deſervedly 
| 2 | | noted 


noted for . tbo beſt Abele in the 


country for this he had the fame reputa- 


tion as Dr. Bus Bv, of flogging memory. 
This ſevere diſcipline, though for the 


preſent it was not joyous, but grievous, | 
bath been of the laſt utility to ne in 
| grammatical . inſtruction, : for as I was ab 


cterno prædeſtinated to be a Gerund- 


grinder, and have been an inſtructor of 


youth, above thirty years—I was, from 


the firſt, enabled to inſtruct others with 


che ſame accuracy and preciſion i in Latin 
compoſition, in which I myſelf was inſti- 


tuted. Otherwiſe, if I had not been tho- 
roughly grounded in the elements of the 


Greek and Latin languages, by only 


booking through antient writers in a ſuper- 
fllcial and indiligent manner, 1 mi ight, 


through ſome egregious error, have pub- 
lickly ſtabbed, and for ever forfeited my 


reputation as a ſound ſcholar, might have 


weakened and diſcredited a good Cauſe by 


: my abuagling: and Md in the Mu 
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cation: of i it, ade miſtaken the obvioas 
of plain Greck paſſages, like our pres 
_ ſeat many GORE on "FOND wy 
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fitting - at my book in cold winter * 
without a fire, might contribute to da 
the foundation of this dreadful affliction 
of the palſy In theſe nocturnal vigils 
I was frequently ſo benumbed with cold 
in my arms and legs, that the warmth f 
the bet cod hardly reſtore any ſenſation 
in them conſequently; T tocture 
with the cramp in the moſt violent man- 
ner and I once remember, that aſter 
having thriown upon e cloaths 
of every ſorty and exhauſted every erpe- 
dient to procure myſelf warmth, but in 
vain I got up took off the cloſet door 
from its hinges and added its ſolid 
weight to the ponderous load- of other 
| things, which 1 had collected about me. 
I am apt to think, therefore, that I weak - 
ened the amin of my conſtitution; which 
were originally ſtrong, by this injudicious 
e my ſtudies and as I am ſen- 
alas? ; | | 3 


of 


1 


dbts;: bam my on woku: — ; 
chat this hath hurt me, I would! guard = 


every ſtũdent from Pegs 4 wantoù abuſe of 


his health, and adviſe him againſt fitting 


without a fire, In the depth of winter} as 
1 have done for years, and then going' to 


bed, when bis Tet: are chilled almoſt ts 


| e 11 3 A 7} 7% B 21 Ile 
ihe the mar og; FR ton 
” bles, which have | terminated in ſo humi- 
liating a diſmemberment of the Britiſb 
Empire and -which will fur ever render, 
| ä 5 in future hiſtory, the age of GR THE 


_ Bzcond ſo illuſtrious, two young gentle- 


men from America, one of them: of the 


_ Gr families in Georgia, were ſent ouer to 


chis town, 20 be out of the way—and- to be ; 


anſtrutted in claſſical learning. Some un- 
known perſon recommended me to ſup 


in the Temple. Three years I attended 
theſe. gentlemen; who wert, aſſiduous in 


their application frequently ſittingi t 
hours with them in the depth hof winter, 

W n; % near 
JR: « TIver—4n: Wet thoes—an; 4 cold. a : 


in that cold region of the 


L916 Zn. com- 
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intend their ſtudies they todk —. oa Re 
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| comforiels condition Againſt che 4 e 
 imprudence I. would af curzon 
reader for I think this cbntribated in 
ſbare in ultimately producing that maſk 
bort diforder; whl/which it hath gleaſh 
Gad. to afflict me. 1, c eee e 


Students liete ink hat dy as 
458 hen che continue their ſtudies ta 
one or two o eldek in the morning and. 
when they tif: find themſelves ſhivering 
and ſtiffenrd with the cold a country | 
Huiig, Who ſits up: drinking. ale _ 8 
punch, purſues à cdurſe leſs injurious to 
his healthi, being much beter ſenced | 
| againſt-the fogs and vapours of the noc 
turnal air. The ꝓerniciouſneſs and can 
ach 4 conduct in our ſtudies is ſtill fure 
cher evinced from chis, as I heve always 
found it. Vou not: only throw your 
vpon your —— and uncon 

table con EE the ſubjeck, which. 


Mn bers ae. 8. 3 freſh Saint 


2 eg nen epi" e are 


1 prog vs in "tur tuous ſuce {1 
mut! the ag teazed ani fatig zued 


a dat CURA . quictem. — e Him: 8 8 3 22 þ 
MM deres, when 1 ee to y 
friend- | nord the ſurgeon, of the ex-; 
cruciatin 8 pain Felt in the occipital region | 
of dhe head, he kindly adviſed me toibe 
elcarified -ordithe places in which I felt 
. . ſuch exquiſite" anguith.-!: Accordingly: * 
Was electrified a little above the _maftoid 
1 proceſs and the fleilful Elecrician.emi tred 
from a tube he held in his hand, a ſubtil 
ſtream of electric fluid, pf ſo intenſe, and 
keen a coldnefs; that I am obliged, I hope 
without profaneneſs, to adopt the empha - 

tical language of ſcripture to deſcribe the 
acute energy, with which t penetrated: my 
brai — Quick an powerful, . hamper chan” 
any trvo- edged ford; piercing to abe | douts * 
ding afunder of foul. and Marrow... oo felt 
- myſelf at the ſame time materially injured = 
and that this intenſe coldheſs, Poured in 

ue itſubtiley upon the _ contributed 
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33 1 85 
8 by 8 that dreadful code Rroke, | 
by. which I was almoſt immediately laid 
in the duſt — but 1 have reecived ſuch 
amazing relief from Electricity, after two 
years of miſery, that I am deceived—Let 
the Reader judge—But 1 would adviſe 
_ perſons labouring under any violent head- 
ach, that they would be extremely careful | 
about permitting a fluid of ſuch omnipo= - 
tent energy to be darted * * | 


| gp their brains, 


Let my wretched fate alſo, Reader, 
prove a warning to thee about aſſuming 2 
ſummer dreſs too ſoon, This admonition 
is continually inculcated by phyſicians ? 
but in this age of gaiety and thoughtleſs 
frolic inculcated tqo often in vain, On 
the morning of the fatal 15th of May 
1782, while the influenza raged, 1 0 
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»The judicious Dr. Sr DNA, the Britiſh Hip- 
pocrates, obſerves, that the giddy practice of throwing 
aſide our winter · garments too early in the ſpring, and | 


of expoſing our bodies, when overheated, to ſudden 


L colds, had deftroyed more than famine, (ALY and 
5 ms De feb. intercur. hes „ 
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fooliſhly diveſted myſelf of a good winter | 
coat, laid aſide my ſurteut, and ventured 
abroad in light flimzy raiment, though 
the day proved intenſely cold. Even ſo 
far back as the days of Hippocraterf and 
Theophraſtus} the Palſy was known to be 
| occaſioned by cold. It is a common ſay- 
ing, That a perſon after FORTY is either 
a fool or a phyfician. But ſurely a perſon 
paſt F1FTY ſhould pay a diligent attention 
to his food, his drink, and his dreſs— 
guard againſt being too thinly cloathed, in 
ſuch a northern climate and inſular ſitua- 
tion as ours throw the hours of buſineſs, 
- exerciſe and reſt into ſome methodicat 
arrangement, from which he: ſhould very 
| ſeldom allow himſelf to deviate — and not 
fondly imagine that he can be guilty of 
any imprudence or exceſs with the ſame 
impunity as a young gs of "Ways 
or thirty can do. 
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þ See W p· 284. tom. 1. Edit. Linden. 
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WH EN I found that I was not 1 
rpith the ſhaft of death, and my 
phyſicians told me I ſhould recover but 
what a recovery! my next care was to 
manage the glimmering lamp of a wretch- 
ed life, that now winked and waked by 
Turns, witk all the art and prudence I 
could ſummon. We naturally cling te 
life, ſays CictRo, as to an adamantine 
rock*, I was determined carefully to 
obſerve what. would prove noxious and 
what falutary, in my complaint. 


Io moſt ſtudents Tea is a moſt grateful 
| beverage—and nothing, after the toil of 
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. patient 


1 1 

patient thinking, have I ever 7 mary to 
throw ſuch tranquility over the mind. 
But ſoon I. unhappily experienced that I 
muſt refign this indulgence, as it affected 
the nerves - occaſioned tremor— and pre- 
vented me from ſleeping. This therefore 
J uſed but ſeldom but upon LADY PEI- 
HaM's ſtrongly and affectionately remon- 
ſtrating with me concerning its known 
pernicious | effects in paralytic * 
I left it off entirely. | 


| Ang food, that was. relifhing and "OO 
| lant, as ham, tongue, corned beef, I ca- 
gerly . devoured, and ſometimes with a 
voraciouſneſs, for many years unknown 
to me. I was always extremely indiſ- 
| Poſed, if dinner was, upon any occaſion, 
deferred to half paſt three, or four o'clock 
 —overwhelmed with a dull flatulent preſ- 
ſure at my ſtomach, and with a dreadful 
ſtupor and dizzineſs in my head. This 
Cerberus, which lay at the pit of my 
ſtomach, was quieted with the firſt morſel 
I threw to him. Brandy and water formed 
-Þ draught, which I experienced to be ve 
animating—and correipantied well to my N 
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1 
diſorder. Strong Beer, Vorkſhire Ale, or 
a any other dull phlegmatic liquor of an in- 
toxicating quality, was aconite. I break- 
faſted, dined, and ſupped regularly went 
to bed at ten - uſed moderate exerciſe— 
ſtudiouſly kept my mind unruffled and 
- ſerene—ſhunned every thing that would 
irritate and took pains to baniſh every 
. thought, which might corrode the mind. 
I amuſed myſelf with Atbenæus, which 
a worthy friend gave me and with other 
books, which afforded a ſimilar entertain- 
ment. I was highly gratified with the 
innocent prattle of children, and became 
chearful by their chearfulneſs. Thus in 
my helpleſs condition I beguiled the te- 
dious moments as they paſſed—and they 
did not ſhed half their woe upon me 
owing to the philoſophic ſteadineſs and 
| conſtancy of mind, which I had reſolved | 
to maintain. Es 


But the greateſt conſolation and ſupport 
to me in my melancholy ſituation was an 
entire reſignation to the will of Gop— 
imploring his forgiveneſs—chearfully ſub- 
OY myſelf to his diſpoſal—cordially 
| - ig | thank- 
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| whether life or death—deriving. my/ſfupy 
port from the doctrines, promiſes and 


on a fick bed, with ſuch reviving conſola - 
tion, and arms him with ſuch fortitude 
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c * By 
chanking him that he had remembered 
mercy in his afflictions— forming my 
mind to a placid acquieſcence in What · 
ever his Providence ſhould: aſſign me, 


diſcoyerics of the Chriſtian Religion— 
and hailing that IMMORTAL [TY_ Which it 
hath enſured to its profeſſors. ; dun? 


Ws fine, * all the Books of 8 
Philoſophy, which I have read — and 1 


have read as many as moſt. men — there 


is no Book, that chears a poor creature, 


againſt the a of f Dante: ag, _ 
BIBLE... 


CON. 


CONCLUSION. 
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er i faithful and circumſtantial narra- 
tive of my melancholy ſtate for above 
two years— the greateſt part of which 
time I was confined to a ſick Room#® a 
miſerable cripple, and. unable. to do the 
leaſt office. for myſelf—my life a burden 
to me- and myſelf 2. ſpectacle of diſtreſs 
and, wretchedneſs- to, my friends and to 
the world. 15 have delivered to the world 
this minute detail of WF e are | 
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* + For hs” many ; difinguiſhed * « Lingnes, 
when I lay on a bed of ſuch deplorable wretchedneſs, 
permit me Now to return my gratitude: particularly, 
to ſeveral of the Clergy of the Eſtabliſhment in an 
eſpecial manner, to the learned and worthy Dr, Hund, 
Biſhop of Morceſter, whoſe writings formerly have ſo 
much delighted and inſtructed me. May that learning 
and catholic candor, which in the preſent age, ſo emi- 
nently diſtinguiſh our preſent Biſhops, Dignitaries and 
Clergy, long continue to adorn and fignalize the owes 
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in order to evince to the Reader what a 


heap of corporeal and mental ruin 1 fell 
into the hands of Mr. Bircn, on- the 


glorious and memorable I Sth of June 
> LY 30 8 25 n "hou 


IJ am one of thoſe old faſhioned people, 
who believe the Doctrine of a Divine Pro- 
vidence, which ſuperintends this world, 
and all the affairs and concerns of every 
individual in it. My _ niece Miss 


Hagwoon, after being perfectly reſtored 
to her hearing by Electricity, introducing 


me to Mr. Birch, I regard as an act of 


that Goodneſs, which has followed me all 0 
the days of my life. | | 


ty thought myſelf indiſpenfably urged * 
the ties of humanity, as well as our com- 
mon Chriſtianity, to lay this my deplorable 
Caſe, with all its attending miſeries, before 


the public, that other poor creatures, lame 


and hetpleſs as I have, for above two Years, | 
been rendered by the Pally, might receive 
the ſame ſignal n Which I. puny” re. 


great comfort. I can truly ſay with the 
bleſſed Apoſtle: Having not bing, yet 1 
poſſe eſs all things. I can walk with a firm 


ſtep—and make that ſtep with expedition 
nd, which is a more valu- 
able conſideration. with me. than a bulſe 
of the richeſt diamonds that ever came 


and facility 


from India, 1 can make that lep without 


«ll 


1 have boon elerified 1 by Mr, Birch 
very day theſe two months—the laſt of 


which hath been paſſed in an entire free. 


dom from ſorrow and ſuffering—and, in 
a lively ſprightlineſs and ſelf-gratulation, 
known only to convaleſcents. The few 


remaining years of life, during my pil- 


grimage in the wildernefs of this world, 
will probably be ſpent in eaſe and comfort. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is 
quithin me, bleſs his holy name. Bleſs the 


| Lord, O my foul, and forget not all his 


benefits: Who forgiveth all thine iniguities; 


h healeth all thy diſeaſes. Who redeemeth 
by life rom defrudtion; 3 N. ho n thee 


with 
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N. 2 My little, Tract of ; Zu Socinian 
- Sebeme, at the delire of ſo ſe me friends, 
925 during th preſent rage of the ; Socinian 

Controverſy⸗ ; hath juſt bes cepublited| 


by me, 401 favourably received, _ : 


Ther - are ſome Chriſtians, hs ac- 
© knowledge Jeſus to: be the Meſſiah, 
« but maintain that he was a mere man 
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